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shows how important our relationship is.
Brazil is an incredibly important part of
a peaceful and prosperous North and South
America. I can say that from the perspec-
tive of the United States, this relationship
is a vital and important and growing rela-
tionship.

On a personal perspective, I'm very im-
pressed by the vision of the President of
Brazil. He’s a man who clearly has deep
concerns for all the people of Brazil. He
not only has a tremendous heart, but he’s
got the abilities to work closely with his
Government and the people of Brazil to
encourage prosperity and to end hunger.
And today the people of both our countries
will see a series of initiatives on a variety
of fronts, which indicate that this relation-
ship is a mature relationship and an impor-
tant relationship.

And Mr. President, I'm honored you're
here with us today. Welcome. Thank you,
Sir.

President Lula da Silva. 1 think that it’s
very important in our third meeting that
we should make it clear to the public opin-
ion—to Brazilian and American public
opinion—about the relationship between
Brazil and the United States. It is a very
strong relationship; it has been in existence
for a long period. I always believe that it
is possible to even improve more these re-
lationships. Since the last time I was here,
on December the 10th of last year, still
as President-elect, I went back to Brazil
with a certainty that Brazil and the United
States do have the possibility—can have the

most profitable relationship with the United
States. And this relationship between Brazil
and the United States should be on the
basis of sincerity between people, on the
reliability that the leadership must have,
and not just build up a spectacle for the
press and for the public.

I learned during my past life to—I
learned how to deal with people on the
basis of trust. And I believe that Brazil
is and can continue to be a good partner
of the United States. We have many things
in common. And certainly, this meeting
that we are accomplishing today, this is a
novelty. It’s not a summit meeting with two
Presidents, but it’s a meeting that has Cabi-
net members of both Governments, so that
from this meeting onwards, our ministers
can continue to work together independ-
ently of the two Presidents. And without
any question, I believe that we can surprise
the world in terms of the relationship of
Brazil and the United States.

And I hope that soon we will have a
meeting in Brazil so that President Bush
can personally see the dimensions and size
of our country, that Brazil is not just Car-
nival and it’s not only soccer. We have
other marvelous things in the country.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank
you all for coming. Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. Presi-
dent Lula da Silva spoke in Portuguese, and
his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter.
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The United States and Brazil resolve to
create a closer and qualitatively stronger
relationship between our two countries. It
is time to chart a newly purposeful direc-
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tion in our relationship, guided by a shared
vision of freedom, democracy, peace, pros-
perity, and well-being for our peoples, in
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order to promote hemispheric and global
cooperation.

We are among the most populous de-
mocracies in the world. Forged from di-
verse cultures, proving that diversity is our
strength. Continental in size and immigrant
in origin, we share the fundamental belief
that freedom, democracy, and social justice
are universal aspirations, essential for peace
and prosperity and unconstrained by either
culture or level of economic development.
Our commitment to human rights for all
people in every nation is strong and unwav-
ering.

We agree that representative democracy
and the rule of law are indispensable to
building modern economies and political
systems that promote growth, account-
ability, transparency, and stability, and en-
courage economic opportunity without
favor or prejudice. Democracy is essential
to sustainable development. In the same
way, reducing inequality and improving so-
cial justice contribute to stability and inter-
national security.

We affirm that countries should embrace
policies that promote growth and social in-
clusion, which are the key to increasing
incomes, improving standards of living, and
ending poverty and hunger. We share the
conviction that governments should work to
empower their people through good gov-
ernance, fighting corruption, ensuring per-
sonal security, encouraging enterprise, and
providing all citizens access to high-quality
education, adequate health, and nutritional
care.

We agree that free trade furthers pros-
perity and development, contributes to the
promotion of entrepreneurial initiative and
to the strengthening of the private sector,
with positive social impact. We also agree
that trade liberalization can contribute to
dynamic growth, technological innovation,
and to individual and collective advance-
ment over the long term. We therefore re-
affirm our commitment to fighting protec-
tionism.

We have built creative, entrepreneurial
societies. Regionally as well as globally, we
have important responsibilities in areas
such as commerce, science and technology,
energy, environmental protection, edu-
cation, and health. The currents of com-
merce and culture that link our societies
run strong and deep. Our partnership of
shared values leads us to seek a natural
partnership of shared endeavors.

As two nations recognizing both the
promise and desperate poverty of Africa,
and the strong ties and African heritage
of many of our citizens, we commit our-
selves to working together for an African
continent that lives in liberty, peace, and
growing prosperity. We intend to pursue
this goal through our diplomacy and the
promotion of projects that reinforce eco-
nomic, commercial, social, and cultural ties
with the countries of Africa.

Therefore, the United States and Brazil
will engage in regular consultations, work-
ing together for prosperity, democratic gov-
ernance, and peace in the hemisphere and
beyond. Reaffirming our commitment to
advance common values, we will continue
to work together to protect and advance
democracy, human rights, tolerance, reli-
gious freedom, free speech and inde-
pendent media, economic opportunity, and
the rule of law.

We will cooperate on issues of mutual
interest that contribute to the defense and
security of the hemisphere, bolstering joint
efforts to counter terrorism, narcotics traf-
ficking and consumption, trafficking in per-
sons, and other transnational criminal chal-
lenges to regional peace.

Our strength lies in the ability of our
people to shape their destiny and to realize
their aspirations for a better life. That is
why the United States and Brazil are and
will remain allies in the cause of democ-
racy. We will share our experience in nur-
turing and strengthening democratic institu-
tions the world over, thereby fighting chal-
lenges to the democratic order from pov-
erty, illiteracy, intolerance, and terrorism.
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Moreover, we recognize that successfully
addressing the hemisphere’s challenges re-
quires collaborative and cooperative efforts
and, to that end, we will work together
to strengthen the Organization of American
States, the bulwark of regional cooperation,
including through implementation of the
Inter-American Democratic Charter. We
need to reinforce the U.N. system, espe-
cially by exploring ways to make the Secu-
rity Council and other U.N. bodies more
effective and more responsive to current
international challenges and realities.

We have much to learn from each coun-
try’s unique experience in modernizing our
economies; achieving advances in science,
technology, and medicine; finding solutions
to pressing environmental problems; ad-
dressing energy challenges and needs; and
advancing quality education and expanding
enrollments in primary education. We are
committed to working together to find con-
crete ways to extend the benefits of these
reforms to all our people.

We will cooperate, including through di-
rect contacts between the business commu-
nities of our countries, to advance U.S.-
Brazilian economic, trade, and investment
relations; and recognizing our responsibility
as co-chairs of the negotiations, to success-
fully conclude the negotiations for a Free
Trade Area of the Americas by January
2005.

We will work together to preserve and
promote stability and growth in the global
economy. Opening trade and resisting pro-
tectionism are essential for meeting that
challenge. We support an open, equitable,
transparent, and rules-based multilateral
trading system, and we will work together
to strengthen it, especially by working for
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a successful completion of the WTO nego-
tiations of the Doha Development Agenda
by January 2005.

Today, we pledge to deepen the U.S.-
Brazilian partnership in mutually positive
ways, always seizing opportunities to ad-
vance the diversified interests we have in
common, always seeking to reconcile dif-
ferences through dialogue and engagement.
Our constructive partnership is not an end
in itself, but a means to all these ends.
It is reinforced by, inter alia, academic, cul-
tural and commercial ties, and increasing
kinship among our people. In this process
of further enhancing our bilateral relations,
we have decided to give special attention
to the following areas: science and tech-
nology, energy, education, health, economic
growth, and agriculture.

As further indication of our close ties,
U.S. and Brazilian advisors will consult
often, maintaining a dialogue on these mat-
ters of mutual interest. We have also
agreed on a framework for high-level con-
sultations and joint working groups across
the broad spectrum of areas in which we
are determined to institutionalize our en-
hanced cooperation.

For the United States and Brazil, this
is a day marked by the crossing of a new
threshold into a higher stage in our rela-
tionship. We have before us the possibility
to realize the full potential of such a rela-
tionship. We will work to seize that oppor-
tunity, for our benefit and for all those
with whom we share this increasingly inter-
dependent world.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.
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